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Pianist, composer and singerfsongwriter Christy
Crowl performad for the Fete d' Execllence in Geneé-
va, Switzerland, earller this week and, later this
month, will j-n:llﬁ Barbra Streisand for a performance at
the Demoeratic National Convention. Crowl, who now
lives in Callfornin, is a native of Boonsboro,

Christy Crowl:
A world of opportunities
at her fingertips

By KAREN GARDNER
Assistant Entertalnment Editer

Christy Crowl, who onee played Annie at the Maryland
Theatre in Hagerstown, spoke this week at a Unibed Nations
Roundtable session on the role of arts and artists in the pro-
molicn of human values.

The Boonsbore native is now a pianist, composer and

inger'songwriter based in Los Angeles. She was asked 1o
for thie g e ind gala concert for Fels
d'Excellence on yy al Victoria Hall in Geneva, Switzer.
land She will also establish herself before the public later this
month when she Barbra for a performance at
l'..h.tﬂl:bmtmuc ;{m::ll Convention.
er program o piano pleces included music by
Debussy, Chopln, Bernsteln and Yaughn Willlams, as well E
miigic from her new CD. Har “1 Sew Light" was chosen
as the introductory music for (he Lifetime  Achievement
Medal award.
“Its an honor Lo be asked to do this,” she said in a tele-
hooe interview from California earlier this week, just hours
ore she wag to fy to Geneva. She was to perform some
pleces with her husband, baritone vocallst Scott Dicken,
© Crowl, 23, began taking planc lessons ab 3, after her par-
ents noticed she could reproduce melodies on & toy xplo-
phone. At 5, she played the tite characler in “Annle. A year
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later, she began studyving ptano with
Jullbard-trained pianist Sung Mi
Rhid in Hagerstowm, At 13, she
began playing keyboard with her
father's musical group Friends o'
Spart. This group, which performed
for L5 years, was a communily musi-
cal troups that sang in the style of
the group Up With People. The
troupe  performed locally and
threughout the East Coast,

Ehe altended Boonsboro High
School and the University of Miami,
where she earned her bachelor's
and master's degrees in claesical
performance and flm scoring. She
i5 now warking on a doctor of musi-
cal arts depree at the Unieersity of
Southern California

Crowl now plays for several
opeTa companiecs in Led Angoeles,
and she is the ipal pianist for
“Bugs Bunny on Broadway,” a show
wilh carlosns on a big Séréen
accompanied by hve classical
masie, much of it by Wagner and

Rossin

She also has a debul CD, a blend
of medody, jarz harmony and vocals,
and musie thal moves from pop Lo
jazz to classbcal In between playin
dates and recording sessions, Coow
plays for ehildren, and gathered
first-hand knowledge about the
nl:-,|.:||:-1.'l of the ars Lo gl srhuoale,
Elugie eduention fraen the primay

rades on improves scademic per-
ormanee and behavior, she said,
andd that wall be the bepe of her
Epeech a1 the UN's Roundtable ses-
sion, She will discuss the impor-
tance of arts cducation with diple-
rrats al the UM,

Thiz speech preceded ber per-
formaned I Vicloria Hall, “it's a
unigue opportunity 1o perform
there,” she sakd. “It's a legendary
ym y hall =

ne and her husband often
rehearse topether in their home,
whers they have & small shudio.
~ Crowl is no slranger to perform-
ing abroad She spenl several sum-
miers bn Europé while in college as a
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her hushand, whom :]I:emn‘.e'l i ood-
lege, moved (o Los Angeles after
graduate school because of the
m-arﬁ musical opporiunitios there

“We were goung to visit here and
Mew York, and we came here on a
tmp, and deckded we liked the peo-
ple and the sres 2o ruch that we
waubd atay” she gaid

Fete d'Excellence s an annwal
wo=wieek celebration of ncademic,
athlelic, buziness and cultural
excellence. The founder and presi-
denl of the Fete, Wilds S]mli'din;.
heard Crowl play her origingl song,
*I See Light™ and invited her to
Geneva lo speak and pecform
Spalding and Crowl are also work-
g on @ “virlual academy” to help
youngslers from all over the world
learn absoasl Uhe Arts

Womanees [or the medals o be
awarded during the eclebralion
include “Sezame Street” Kick-
clodeon and the Tiger Woods Foun-
chalson



